
 
 
 
 
 

 
SMALL GROUP REFLECTIONS 
FIFTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 
February 6, 2022 
 
GOSPEL OF LUKE 
 
While the crowd was pressing in on Jesus and listening to the word of God, 
he was standing by the Lake of Gennesaret. 
He saw two boats there alongside the lake; 
the fishermen had disembarked and were washing their nets. 
Getting into one of the boats, the one belonging to Simon, 
he asked him to put out a short distance from the shore. 
Then he sat down and taught the crowds from the boat. 
After he had finished speaking, he said to Simon,  
“Put out into deep water and lower your nets for a catch.” 
Simon said in reply, “Master, we have worked hard all night and have caught nothing, 
but at your command I will lower the nets.” 
 
When they had done this, they caught a great number of fish and their nets were tearing. 
They signaled to their partners in the other boat to come to help them. 
They came and filled both boats so that the boats were in danger  
of sinking. 
 
When Simon Peter saw this, he fell at the knees of Jesus and said, “Depart from me, Lord, for I am a 
sinful man.” 
 
For astonishment at the catch of fish they had made seized him and all those with him, and likewise 
James and John, the sons of Zebedee, who were partners 
 of Simon. 
 
Jesus said to Simon, “Do not be afraid; from now on you  
will be catching men.” 
 
When they brought their boats to the shore, they left  
Everything and followed him. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 



REFLECTIONS 
 
FIRST READING:  Isaiah 6:1-2a, 3-8  
Isaiah shares with us how God calls him to the prophetic ministry. We notice three movements: 
1) the theophany (God’s appearance to Isaiah); 2) Isaiah’s purification; and 3) his ‘Yes’ to God’s 
call.  In the theophany, God discloses himself as Most Holy (“Holy, Holy, Holy!”). Isaiah 
catches a glimpse of the awesome majesty and mystery of God.  Isaiah becomes aware of his 
sinfulness and unworthiness before God, and concedes that he is as a “man of unclean lips, 
living among an unclean people.” Then God uses one of his angels to cleanse Isaiah. Purified of 
sin, Isaiah is now very ready to go and be God’s spokesman.  
 
SECOND READING: 1 Corinthians 15:1-11  
Paul reassures his readers that the Good News he shares with them is not his own creation but 
rather a message received from Christ himself who died and has risen. His Resurrection was 
testified by many. Just like Isaiah in the first reading and Peter in the Gospel, Paul testifies to his 
own unworthiness to preach the Gospel.  Yet, unworthy though he is, God calls him. Paul 
especially challenges the Corinthians to accept Jesus’ Resurrection, not as someone’s nice idea, 
but as a historical fact. 
 
GOSPEL:  Luke 5:1-11  
Isaiah experiences God in the Temple; Paul meets Jesus on the road to Damascus; and Peter 
encounters him at his place of work.  Jesus’ presence in the boat symbolizes his presence in and 
with the Church. Peter’s lack of success at catching fish symbolizes the “futileness” of pastoral 
ministry without the presence and power of God. Discouragement is part of life, but we must 
not let it get us down. We must keep throwing out the net. In this Gospel, Jesus is calling to 
himself disciples who will in turn “catch” others for Christ by the “bait” of God’s Word. 
 

• Vocation - and God’s role in that vocation - is a thread of this week’s readings. In your 
chosen “vocations” what active role does God play? Does Jesus come to work with you? 

 
• Isaiah, Paul and Peter felt unworthy to do God’s work. Have you ever felt like that before 

God? What helps you to deal with any sense of unworthiness that you may feel? 
 

• It has been said (and our first reading seems to bear this out) that “the closer we get to 
God, the more we will be aware of our sinfulness.” Can you say you have experienced 
such moments? 

 
• Most Catholics have a deep resistance to “catching others” for Christ. How can we help 

each other to overcome this resistance? If you have a story to tell in this area, share it. 
 

• What is one thing you must walk away from to more closely follow Jesus? 
 

 
 
Source: Ascension Catholic 


